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INFO AMEMBASSY DAMASCUS 
USINT BAGHDAD 
AMEMBASSY ALGIERS 

CONFIDENTIAL BEIRUT 6551 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PDIP SY IZ LE PLO 

SUB J : RUMORS OF IRAQI-SYRIAN RAPPROCHEMENT 

1 . LEFTIST BEIRUT DAILY AS SAFIR DECEMBER 29 REPORTS 

FROM "WELL INFORMED ARAB SOURCES" THAT IRAQI GOVERNMENT IS 
TRYING TO MOVE CLOSER TO STEADFASTNESS FRONT OF TRIPOLI 
CONFERENCE ARAB STATES. PAPER SAYS IRAQI PRESIDENT EL 
BAKER HAS SENT MESSAGES TO SYRIAN PRESIDENT ASSAD AND TO 
PLO LEADER ARAFAT "CALLING FOR THE CREATION OF A NEW 
SYRIAN-IRAQI-PALESTINIAN ALLIANCE." STORY SAYS SOVIETS 
HAVE PLAYED ROLE IN THIS EFFORT. 

2. REUTERS CORRESPONDENT GAVIN BELL TOLD EMBOFF DECEMBER 28 
THAT HE TOLD BY PLO UNIFIED INFORMATION BUREAU CHIEF MAJID 
ABU SHARAR, WHOM BELL DESCRIBES AS CLOSE TO BOTH THE SYRIANS 
AND THE IRAQIS, THAT ALGERIAN PRESIDENT B OUMEDIENNE WOULD 
BE VISITING BAGHDAD IN NEXT FEW DAYS TO TEST IRAQI INTENTIONS. 

IF IRAQ WILL MAKE COMMON CAUSE WITH STEADFASTNESS FRONT 
STATES. THEN NEXT SUMMIT MEETING OF FRONT, NOW PRO- 
JECTED FOR FIRST TWO WEEKS OF JANUARY. WOULD BE HELD IN 
BAGHDAD. OTHERWISE, IT WOULD BE HELD IN ALGIERS. 
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3. COMMENT: WE DEFER TO DAMASCUS AND BAGHDAD ON 
VALIDITY OF THESE STORIES. ON BASIS OF OUR GENERAL 
KNOWLEDGE OF SYRIAN-IRAQI RELATIONS, WE VERY SCEPTICAL 
OF POSSIBILITY OF EVEN A TACTICAL IRAQI RAPPROCHEMENT 
AT THIS TIME. 

PARKER 
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